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sexual violence, lowawareness level ofHIV infection, and low levels
of perceived sex refusal skills as shown in our ﬁndings.
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ble diagnostic tool compared to other methods such as native
icroscopy. ﬂluorescin, auramin and safranin staining. In our
atherial sensitivity of native microscopy vs. cultivation was 39%,
nd fuorescin and auramin staining vs. cultivation 42%. Emer-
ence of T. vaginalis as a causative agent in one sixth of analysed
rostate exprimates indicates the need ofmetronidazole treatment
sid of usual quinolone medication. Unrecognized and untreated
. vaginalis infection in men appears to have a natural history of
ligosymptomatic or asymptomatic urethritis in younger and adult
en and evolution to chronic prostatitis in elderly.
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erebrospinal ﬂuid examination performed in HIV-infected
atients with syphilis in an outpatient clinic in São Paulo, Brazil
. Eira ∗, L.M. Ouki, R.J. Costa Silva, E. Boccardo, I. Moreira, T.A.
atos
Instituto de Infectologia Emílio Ribas, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Background: The incidence of syphilis has increased over past
ecade, particularly among HIV-infected patients, with emphasis
n neurosyphilis and the decision to perform lumbar puncture in
symptomatic patients. The aim of this study was to assess the
revalence of neurosyphilis in patients with concurrent HIV infec-
ion and syphilis based on lumbar puncture (LP) criteria.
Methods: We conducted a cross-sectional study in the outpa-
ient clinic of the Instituto de Infectologia Emílio Ribas (Brazil) over
period of 8 months, in which were considered eligible all subjects
ithHIV infectionandaVenerealDiseasesResearchLaboratory test
VDRL) titer ≥ 1:4, irrespective of whether neurological symptoms
ere present or of the CD4 cell count.
Results: A total of 71 cases of syphilis were identiﬁed (45 sec-
ndary, 22 tertiary and 4 late latent cases of disease). Most were
ale (95.8%) and 64.8% had sex with men (MSM). Mean age 39.5
ears, range 22-78 years. 29 patients (40.8%) had recurrence of
yphilis (sustained fourfold increase in VDRL-titers after therapy)
nd 19 patients (26.8%) had serum VDRL titers of 1:64 (range 1:4
o 1:2048). Of 71 subjects, 22 (31%) had neurosyphilis based on a
eactive CSF VDRL test (n =11) or increased CSF white cell counts
20/L (n=12) or presence of neurologic or ophthalmic symptoms
n=6). Most of them (81.8%) had CD4 T cell counts >350 cells/l
t the time of the diagnosis of neurosyphilis. 2 patients with neu-
osyphilis (9%) didnotmeet the criteria for LP basedonCDC criteria.
Conclusion: We had a high prevalence of neurosyphilis in our
tudy (31%). The decision to perform LP in patients with HIV infec-
ion and syphilis is still controversial. There are several important
nanswered key questions in the management of adult syphilis,
nd it should be a priority for future studies.
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Sexuality education and determinants of perceived sex refusal
skills among Lebanese adolescents
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1 Weill Cornell Medical College-Qatar, Education City, Qatar
2 American University of Beirut, Lebanon, Beirut, Lebanon
Background: Globally around half of new HIV infections occur
in the age group 15-24. New reported cases of HIV/AIDS in Lebanon
show that a younger age group (20-30) is being affected than ever
before. Lebanon is moving forward in implementing a national
sexuality education curriculum in all public schools, as a mecha-
nism for raising awareness and for preventing sexually transmitted
infections including HIV among adolescents. However, little is
known about adolescents’ actual sexual behavior, the extent to
which students are conﬁdent of their refusal skills, and the factors
that determine these. Young adolescents, who have limited sex-
ual knowledge and experience, may have difﬁculty in adopting the
appropriate protective behavioral responses to prevent negative
health outcomes including STI and HIV infection.
Methods: This research identiﬁed the prevalence and risk fac-
tors for perceived sex refusal skills among Lebanese adolescents
in grades 7-9 in public and private schools using the nationally
representative Lebanon Global School Health Survey.
Results: Results indicated that more than 40% (50.4% of boys
and 34.8% of girls) of students did not feel conﬁdent that they
could tell someone they did not want to have sexual intercourse
with them. Multivariate logistic regression analysis indicated that
being female, older andhaving closeparental supervisionpredicted
having perceived sex refusal skills among Lebanese adolescents.
Moreover, having knowledge and/or education about risky behav-
iors was the strongest predictor for having perceived sex refusal
skills among Lebanese adolescents.
Conclusion: This study contributes to the limited literature on
perceived sex refusal skills in Lebanon. A number of recommenda-
tions for research and prevention programs can be drawn from this
research. It would be expected that when comprehensive sexuality
education including life skills training is delivered to the students,
this may improve their perceived sex refusal skills. HIV prevention
is most effective if it is included as part of the sexuality education
curriculum. Advocacy efforts should target policymakers to ensure
that policies are reviewed to support comprehensive sexuality edu-
cation in Lebanese schools because of identiﬁed vulnerabilities of
